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Introducing Myself

• Educational and Professional 
Background

• Current Roles at MSU
• Research Interests
• Association Roles and Leadership
• Publishing Roles and Leadership



Context for My 
Observations and Remarks

• U.S. Higher Education 
• Land-grant Institutions
• Research-intensive Universities
• Michigan State University
• Limitations of My Observations



Defining Community 
Engagement

• A movement formed in the 1990’s to re-define faculty 
work
• Scholarship of discovery, teaching, application, 

integration, engagement (Boyer, 1990, 1996)

• By 2006 the Carnegie Foundation for the 
Advancement of Teaching defined “community 
engagement” broadly as “the collaboration between 
institutions of higher education and their larger 
communities (local, regional/state, national, global) 
for the mutually beneficial exchange of knowledge 
and resources in a context of partnership and 
reciprocity.” (Driscoll, 2008)



Defining Community 
Engagement

• Forms of Community Engagement
• Community-engaged Research and Creative 

Activities

• Community-engaged Teaching and Learning 
(including service-learning)

• Community-engaged Service and Practice

• Community-engaged Commercial Activities



Overlaps and Integration

Adapted from Glass & Fitzgerald (2010)

Research
& 

Creative Activities

Teaching
&

Learning Service
&

Practice

Applied research; Community-based 
participatory research; Participatory action 

research; Collaboratively created, produced, 
and/or performed theatre, music, poetry, 

literature, films, multimedia, sculptures, etc.

Demonstration 
projects; Needs 

and assets 
assessments; 

Program 
evaluations; 
Government, 

NGO/non-profit, 
Industry, or 
Corporate 

funded 
contractual 
research 

Technical 
assistance; Policy 
analysis; Expert 
testimony; Legal 

advice; Diagnostic 
and clinical 

services; Human 
and animal patient 
care; Consulting; 
Advisory board 

service

Educational 
enrichment 

programs for the 
public and alumni; 
Pre-college youth 

outreach 
programs; 

Conferences, 
seminars, not-for-

credit classes, 
and workshops

Study abroad 
programs with 

community 
engagement;  
Continuing 
education; 
Online and

distance education

Community-
engaged 

research as part 
of service-
learning

Service-learning;
Media interviews; 

“Translational” 
writing; Materials 

for public 
understanding; 

Managed 
learning 

environments

Courses or 
curricular 

requirements with 
community-

engaged 
research 

New “spin-off”
business
ventures

Commercial
Activities

Intellectual 
property licensing 

and 
commercialization; 

Technology 
transfer; 

University-
based business

parks and 
incubators

Innovation and 
entrepreneurship 

education and 
activities

Social innovation 
and enterprises

Inventions, Patents,
and Copyrights



Overlaps and Integration

Adapted from Glass & Fitzgerald (2010)

New “spin-off”
business
ventures

Commercial
Activities

Research
& 

Creative Activities

Teaching
&

Learning Service
&

Practice

Applied research; Community-based 
participatory research; Participatory action 

research; Collaboratively created, produced, 
and/or performed theatre, music, poetry, 

literature, films, multimedia, sculptures, etc.

Demonstration 
projects; Needs 

and assets 
assessments; 

Program 
evaluations; 
Government, 

NGO/non-profit, 
Industry, or 
Corporate 

funded 
contractual 
research 

Technical 
assistance; Policy 
analysis; Expert 
testimony; Legal 

advice; Diagnostic 
and clinical 

services; Human 
and animal patient 
care; Consulting; 
Advisory board 

service

Educational 
enrichment 

programs for the 
public and alumni; 
Pre-college youth 

outreach 
programs; 

Conferences, 
seminars, not-for-

credit classes, 
and workshops

Study abroad 
programs with 

community 
engagement;  
Continuing 
education; 
Online and

distance education

Community-
engaged 

research as 
part of 

service-
learning

Service-learning;
Media interviews; 

“Translational” 
writing; Materials 

for public 
understanding; 

Managed 
learning 

environments

Courses or 
curricular 

requirements with 
community-

engaged 
research 

Intellectual 
property licensing 

and 
commercialization; 

Technology 
transfer; 

University-
based business

parks and 
incubators

Innovation and 
entrepreneurship 

education and 
activities

Social innovation 
and enterprises

Inventions, Patents,
and Copyrights



• Teaching within Community-engaged 
Research Studies

• Conducting Research within Service-
learning Projects

• Scholarship of Engagement: 
Research about Service-learning

Overlaps and Integration



Supporting Integrated 
Community Engagement 

Efforts
• Institutional Alignment

• Place Among Institutional Missions
• Relationship Among Departments/Offices

• Academic Support 
• Partnership Support
• Evaluation Services
• Teaching and Learning Programs
• Institutional Studies and Consulting



Supporting Integrated 
Community Engagement 

Efforts
• Academic Support (continued) 

• Advocacy and Advancement
• Research and Inquiry
• Public Access

• Systemic Alignment
• Connecting with the Movement Advocating for 

Community Engagement in Higher Education
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